December 1978 $2.00

Magazine
for Radio Amateurs

30 A DXer's Dream Vacation 160 4 A Multi-Memory Morse Machine
*  —trysunny Montserrat . ... . ... WB6)PZ —using a Motorolamicro ... ... .. WASBTIW
36 Close Encounters 164 4 “This is Your Computer Speaking”
—the eyes of Texans areuponthem . .. .. . K8NQN —how todial up your micro. .. .. .. Sorrels
44 The Schizophrenic Triangle 170  i4 RTTY with the KIM
—asplit-personality radiator .. . ... . .. WA4)T) —onemorestep . ........... ... ... VE1AKL
48 From CW to Computers 174 4 DX Delight
— adigital modulation primer .. ... ... . N6RY —ado-it-all program .. .. . WA4VQD, N3NN
56 A 28¢ Touchtone™ Mod 182 Big Max Attacks
—something for(almost)nothing. .. .. .. . WICGI —it’'s W2DU vs. K4K|, in the battle of the
60 Space Age Surplus bazooka o i e e W2DU
—vyourown SaturnV?. .. ... ... Endress, Endress 192 The Packet Radio Revolution
64 An X-Band Transceiver —pioneers, takenote! . . ... ... ... . .. VE2PY
—more10-GHzfun. ... . .. ... WISNN 200 This Voltage Standard Is Precise!
82 SSTV Recorder Controller —and makes calibrationasnap ... ... .. WB6NTR
—replaces yourindex finger. .. ... ... ... .. K3)ML 206 The 22S Goes Digital
90 Receiver Diseases —add 7-segmentdisplays .. ... ... .. ... KH6IEL
—andhowtocurethem.. ... ... .. . K4IPV 212 WARC 79 Preview
96 Autophasing for WEFAX —showdowninGeneva. .. ... .. ... .. WA9IMZS
—preserve your mental health. ... .. ... Cawthon 216 The “Flim-Flam” Factor
105 The Lunch Counter — another biased article. . ... WA2SUTINNNOZVB
—eatitup .- ESEEEReE WAA4PIN 222 Build the Flexi-Filter
114 Confessions of a Stripper —avery activedevice ... . ........ ... .. w3Qvz
—confirmed junkor tellsall ... ... . . . .. K5GNZ 226 The Klassic Kilowatt
118 Tuned Feeders and Other Good Stuff - —four811Asdoit ... .. ... . ... ... K4TW)
—whoneedscoax? ... ... ... .. ... ... ... WeVM 230 Ham Radio Goes to School
126 Build a Realistic S-Meter —10-year-oldsloveit. . ... ... ... . N2CF
—"you'reS9 + 40,OM!" .. ... .. .. _ DJINW 234 What's Your uF?
130 Wow! A Good Portable Receiver! —asix-digitanswer ... ... ... ... .. K5BTV
—thanks, Panasonic! . ....... ... .. ... . WA2ET 250 Fail-Safe
132 The XITEX Video Terminal —protecting repeater batteries. .. ... .. WA7DPX
— a quiet alternative to your Model 256 Code-Practice Oscillators
15 e A e ... AH6AQ —anexhaustivereport ... ... ... ... W6GXN
136 Light Up Your Life 270 PCs Are Easy
—the 2036 glows digital . ... . ... ... .. WA4NUE —step-by-stepdetails. .. .. .. . ... ... VE3CGE
142 High Seas Adventure — Ham Style 274 The Games People Play
—partllb. oo WAGFEI —whynothams?. .. ... ... .. ... .. WB3EUG
148 4 Whither Microcomputers? 287 An Improved HV Tube Socket
—apro looks ahead. . .. .. .......WB2H)D —easy modification. . . .. o ... Miller
152 a SSTV Meets SWTPC: Part 2
—micro-enhanced pictures . ... ... .. K6AEP

Never Say Die— 4, Letters— 14, RTTY Loop— 16, Ham Help— 16, 76, 80, 116, 134, 277, Looking West— 18, DX — 20, New Products—
22, Contests— 26, Faces, Places— 70, Social Events— 81, Dealer Directory— 112, Corrections— 116, 278, AMSAT — 134, OSCAR
Orbits — 278, CARF — 278, 1978 Index — 284, Propagation — 321



D.L. Dobbs KENQN
6612 Pleasant Street
Cincinnati OH 45227

Close Encounters

—the eyes of Texans are upon them

omething strange was

moving up there!
Across the glittering star
fields of a moonless Texas
night it crept, a small
orange light, pulsating
slightly and growing
brighter. Abruptly, it
changed direction. Red-
dish now, it proceeded at
right angles to its former
course, away from the
smudge of light on the
horizon that marked a dis-
tant city.

A flight controller
hunched intently over his
radarscope. Its eerie glow
illuminated an expression
of amazed disbelief. A
silent whistle escaped from
his pursed lips. An 80° turn
at 16,000 mph and out of
range already? Involuntari-
ly, his throat muscles
tensed to speak to the pilot
of the only plane on the
scope, then relaxed. Who
would believe him? Prob-
ably an equipment
malfunction, he thought.
Yet stories told by old-
timers, stories at which he
had scoffed, began to filter
into his mind.

Much lower now, the ob-
ject skimmed slowly over
an area of rough terrain. A
lone car probed the dark
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county road with high
beams. Nearing the crest of
a hill, it switched to low as
a glare showed someone
was coming. The beer net
on 34/94 was pleasant com-
pany. Suddenly there was
only dead silence. Worse
yet, the engine and
headlights had quit at the
same moment!

Too busy braking to
question the source, the
driver was thankful for the
light as he brought the car
to a stop on the berm. But
now the approaching blaze
looked like a jet-propelled
magnesium flare. Just as it
seemed that it must smash
right into the car, it was up
and over and off into the
sky behind. And a ham sat
quietly, shaking for five
minutes before realizing
that the engine was run-
ning, the headlights were
on, and the repeater was
chattering away as though
nothing had happened.
“What was that?’ was still
his only thought.

At that moment, not far
away, as it had all day,
every day for months, a
unique laboratory waited
to answer that question.
Near the very limit of their
sensitivity, recording in-
struments deviated slightly

from the norms of their
tireless monitoring. Inside
a low building, pale by
starlight against the dark
hillside, electrons surged
through microcircuitry. A
minicomputer swiftly ex-
ecuted its intricate series
of commands. An alarm
shrilled, alerting duty per-
sonnel. Quickly all posts
were manned, and the
sophisticated technology
of the only known scien-
tific facility in the world
dedicated solely to UFO
research was ready for
what might come.

Still adjusting headsets,
observers manning three
phototheodolites at widely
separated locations on the
400-acre site scanned the
stars for one that moved,
waiting for instructions.
They were not long in com-
ing. “Magnetic anomaly,
270 degrees, increasing in
intensity. Stand by.” Inside
the laboratory, the director
studied the endless white
tongue of paper extruding
slowly from the chart
recorder. Eight fine lines
were being penned on it,
measuring the output of
various sensors. Periodic
blips indicated time signals
being received on 60 kHz
from WWVB. Two of the

channels were now show-
ing deviation well above
their baselines. Attention
shifted expectantly to the
color video terminal.

From high atop a tower
rising into the darkness
above a nearby building,
powerful radar pulses were
sweeping a 12-mile radius.
For several rotations there
was no unusual return.
Then, “Radar lock-on!"’ As
coordinates of the UFO
were relayed to the field
observers, excited cries
doubled in the headsets.
“Got it! Orange lenticular
object, moving in fast.”

All  three photo-
theodolites were now
tracking the object. Each
operator concentrated on
keeping the image of the
UFO centered on an il-
luminated spot in his aim-
ing scope, while shaft en-
coders on the pan-and-tilt
heads of the telescopic
cameras were feeding
coordinates into the com-
puter. At the same time
photographic evidence
was being collected, data
sampled from each of the
three locations every few
seconds was being pro-
cessed into a video display.
The UFQO’s path was seen
superimposed over an im-
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Photo A. Laser beam made visible by water vapor refraction pierces the night from the UFO light-pulse experiment ap-
paratus at the Laboratory for Instrumented UFO Research near Austin, Texas. Capable of transmitting up to 2.5 million
bits of response-test data per second, this red-light laser device can also be used to measure UFO distance and test the
hypothesis that light beams may be bent in the vicinity of some UFOs.

age of the area beneath it.
Actual distance readings
were being printed out for
permanent record.

Busy as it was, though,
the computer was also per-
forming a number of other
vital functions. As the
vidicon operator focused
on the approaching UFQ, it
measured the arc subtend-
ed by the image and com-
puted the size of the ob-
ject. It also computed the
visibility radius of the ob-
ject, and retrieved the
names and phone numbers
of ARCUS volunteers who
should be able to see it.
Several telephone lines
were being pulsed with the
dual tones so familiar to

autopatch users, and
sleepy voices began
answering phones shrilling
on bedside stands miles
away. As each answered,
the name and phone
number was printed out
and the volunteer heard,
“This is an Operation
ARGUS alert! Please do as
you were instructed.”
Suddenly wide awake,
the observers hastily
pulled on clothes, jammed
feet into shoes, and
grabbed binoculars and
cameras on the run. This
night they were not to be
disappointed. Here was
UFO event-sharing on a
silver platter, in contrast to
the ordeals suffered by

our friends in ““Close En-
counters” on the silver
screen.

Unlike the movie, the
scenario we have imagined
is hardly fantasy. This
laboratory actually exists.
At this very moment,
whatever the time, its
equipment is scanning the
sky, waiting for the real
thing to happen. This is
where history may be
made — Project Starlight
International, or PSI.

In the rattlesnake-
infested hill country north-
west of Austin, Texas, ac-
cessible only by four-wheel
drive, lies the 400-acre site
of the Laboratory for In-
strumented UFO Research,

a facility unique in the
world. At this remote loca-
tion, field research is con-
ducted for Project Starlight
International, a research
division of the Association
for the Understanding of
Man, which is a nonprofit
educational organization
based in Austin. PSI’s pur-
pose?! To document scien-
tifically and irrefutably the
existence of UFOs. Ray
Stanford, founder and
managing director, is an
acknowledged expert in
the field of UFO research.
Author of Socorro “Saucer”
in a Pentagon Pantry, he
conducted a fascinating
and well-documented in-
vestigation of the Socorro,
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Photo B. PSi’s Operation ARGUS radar and radio-frequency monitoring laboratory. With
a radius of 12 miles, this radar unit will provide UFO distance data for Operation
ARGUS, a computer-centered tracking system of highly sophisticated design covering
a range of 472 square miles.

New Mexico, landing of
April 24, 1964. According
to Stanford, there is no
known research facility in
the world dedicated to
UFO investigation which
even approaches the so-
phistication and capability
of PSI.

This high-powered re-

38

search effort is directed by
a professional astronomer,
Dr. Daniel H. Harris, Ph.D.,
from the University of
Arizona. Dr. Harris, some-
thing of a modern pioneer,
is the first scientist to ac-
cept a full-time paid posi-
tion in UFO research. Right
now, final touches are be-

ing completed on the most
sophisticated of the equip-
ment, and the laboratory
will be fully operational.
Much of the equipment is
already scanning Texas
skies twenty-four hours a
day. And a most impressive
array of scientific goodies
it is indeed.

What are the prospects
for irrefutably document-
ing a close encounter?
Much better than you
might think, as witness the
photographs showing only
one of several UFOs
observed at the site. But
wouldn’t it be better to go
to the UFOs rather than
hope they appear at one
location? Actually, that
was the historical ap-
proach. During the green
fireball episode in the
late ‘40s and early ’50s,
teams of investigators for
Project Twinkle rushed
from one area to another
where sightings were being
reported. Invariably, they
arrived too late to see
anything. The UFOs, it
seems, didn’t wait around
for them. PSI decided that
it would be more produc-
tive to establish a perma-
nent laboratory with
sophisticated equipment
and man it around the
clock, seven days a week.
The other option is still
open, however. A vital core
of instruments can be
transported on short notice
by four-wheel-drive van to
any location where it might
be needed.

Until now, most UFO
research has been anec-
dotal. Witnesses of past
events could be inter-
viewed and second- or
third-hand information
could be correlated. Infre-
quently, a fortuitous
amateur photograph,
usually of very poor quali-
ty, might turn up. Or
perhaps a bit of soil from a
purported landing site
could be secured for
analysis. Immense effort
went into analyzing and
rehashing data of this kind,
and there is a lot of it.
UFOCAT, the computer-
ized files associated with
the Center for UFO
Studies, now contains over
60,000 close encounters.
And Ted Bloecher has in-
dexed over 1500 close en-
counters of the third kind,
in which contact with en-
tities was reported.



However, there was noway
to study UFOs directly and
scientifically. Like the
weather, lots of people
talked about UFOs, but
nobody did anything about
them —except for the
military, which was busy
trying to shoot them down.

Scientific voices have
cried in the wilderness
almost from the beginning
of the modern UFO era in
World War Il, urging
serious investigation. Back
in 1968, the House Com-
mittee on Science and
Astronautics held a hearing
on UFOs. Dr. Garry C.
Henderson, then project
leader on the lunar surface
gravimeter/surveying
system, proposed an im-
plemented plan to acquire
hard facts about the ex-
istence and nature of
UFOs. He even detailed the
instruments which should
be used. And Carl Sagan,
an astronomer who is as
outspoken an advocate of
the well-inhabited universe
theory as he is a skeptic
about UFQs, has said that
anyone really interested in
the supposed phenomenon
should use high-quality in-
strumentation to probe its
nature. Finally, someone is
doing just that!

PSI is equipped to study
a broad range of physical
effects which might be
associated with UFOs.
Their objective is to gather
a maximum range of hard
data and to disseminate
this information quickly to
members of the scientific
community. At a local
level, larger numbers of
people, probably including
some hams, will be able to
share in UFO events through
Operation ARGUS.

The Greeks, as usual,
had a word for it. Argus
was a character in Greek
mythology who had eyes
all over his body to make
him a good watchman. At
the Laboratory for In-
strumented UFO Research,
ARGCUS stands for Auto-
mated Ringup on Geo-

located UFO Sightings,
and we have illustrated
how it might work in prac-
tice. But there is a lot more
to scientific UFOlogy than
this.

UFOs have been re-
ported to cause magnetic,
radio-frequency, elec-
trostatic, and gravitational
effects, as well as
temperature changes,
barometric disturbances,
and sounds. PSl’s auto-
matic recording equip-
ment therefore includes
three magnetometers and a
gravimeter, as well as a
microbarometer, an elec-
trometer, and a sky camera
activated by magnetom-
eter deviations. An am-
bient microphone records
voice input and audio ef-
fects, while a highly-direc-
tional microphone can
handle distant sounds. The
eight-channel, sensor-
activated chart recorder
displays low-frequency
data up to 150 Hz cor-
related with universal time
from WWVB. Radio-
frequency scanners and
recorders also incor-
porating UTC input cover
the rest of the spectrum.

A computer-interfaced
magnetometer system has
been completed which will
process field-effect data.
Newly-designed sensors
with 60-Hz filters respond
up to 700 Hz and are
oriented in three dimen-
sions. Thus a three-
dimensional video model
of the magnetic field
around a UFO can be
displayed, showing each
component in a different
color. Pulsations or
changes in light emitted by
a UFO can be monitored
by an electronic system
utilizing solid-state sensors
having a bandwidth of 10
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Ray Stanford, Managing Director
Project Starlight International (PSI)

PO Box 5310
Austin TX 78763

Walter Andrus, Director

Mutual UFO Network (MUFON)

103 Oldtowne Road
Seguin TX 78155

Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Director
Center for UFO Studies (CUFQOS)

924 Chicago Avenue
Evanston IL 60202

William Spaulding, Director
Ground Saucer Watch (GSW)

13238 North 7th Drive
Phoenix AZ 85029

Dr. Dennis W. Hauck, Director
International UFO Registry (IUFOR)

PO Box 1004
Hammond IN 46325

James Lorenzen, Director

Aerial Phenomena Research Organization (APRO)

3910 East Kleindale Road

Tucson AZ 85712

Table 1. Major UFO research organizations.

MHz.

OZMA and CYCLOPS
are strange-sounding
names for serious projects
funded by the U.S. govern-
ment to search for in-
telligent life in space.
Possible communications
from selected stars have
been monitored. SETI,
Search for Intelligent Life,
is an ongoing NASA project
which is developing
designs for a very large
system of antennas and
computers for the purpose
of contacting extrater-
restrial life. Since NASA
scientists are convinced of
the importance of such
endeavors, PSl has not
neglected this aspect of
UFO research. Are UFO in-
telligences, if they exist,
capable of or interested in
exchanging intelligent
communication? To an-
swer this question, a

MHz uTC EST
7.237 1200 0800
3.975 1300 0900

modulatable Liconix 605M
helium-neon laser has been
installed which can
transmit voice, code, or
television signals. Any
modulated light response
which a UFO might make
to the laser signals can be
detected as sound or as a
TV image.

Radio transmissions
other than noise have not
been reported from UFOs.
Disruption of radio trans-
mission and reception, on
the other hand, is frequent-
ly reported. This is why
laser light rather than rf
was chosen for a com-
munication experiment.
According to many
reports, what appear to be
coherent light beams of
various colors have been
projected from UFOs. And
searchlight beams directed
at UFOs have been seen to
bend sharply, due perhaps

NET
CONTROL QTH
N1JS MA
WAQARG HE

Table 2. MUFON amateur radio SSB nets — weekly.
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Photo C. An early prototype program display on Operation ARGUS’s color video ter-
minal, showing simulated UFO tracking over a computerized topographic map. Tracking
and laboratory instrument data is automatically displayed below the map.

to some field effect or
variations in atmospheric
density. These are phe-
nomena worthy of in-
vestigation for which the
laser equipment could be
used. In addition, the
system can be adapted to
determine the distance of
an object with extreme ac-
curacy using reflected
laser light.

As you might expect,
photographic documenta-
tion is an important aspect
of the laboratory program.
UFOs within range will
find that they are captured
on 35mm moving picture
film. A Super-8mm sound
movie camera with a
1-to-12 ratio zoom lens is
also available. From
various stations at the site,
three automatically syn-
chronized 35mm cameras,
one of which is equipped
with a diffraction grating
for spectral studies, record
any UFO event. High-
resolution, close-up im-
ages of objects being
tracked can be obtained
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using Schmidt-Cassegrain
telescopes of 2,110mm
and 1,250mm focal
lengths, as well as a
240mm telephoto lens on
the 35mm movie camera.

UFOs have often been
reported to investigate
new or unusual light pat-
terns on the ground. Some
have responded to lights
flashed or directed at
them. For this reason, a
light pattern response ex-
periment has been de-
vised, although it is rarely
used. A hundred-foot cir-
cle consisting of ninety-
one 150-Watt spotlights
contains a single light in its
center. Solid-state circuitry
and a microprocessor
make it possible to se-
quence the lights in any
desired pattern, or even to
mimic the light patterns of
a UFO.

KI12XB]J, the only known
radar facility in the world
dedicated exclusively to
UFO research, was |li-
censed by the FCC on June
8,1977. Although it is

planned to install a more
effective system for broad-
range sky coverage when
funds permit, the present
Raytheon Model 1700
covers a 12-mile radius
with 360-degree rotation.
Operating on 9375 MHz,
its 7.5 kW pulses can
detect reflective objects
up to 20 degrees above the
horizon.

How big was the UFO?
This easy-sounding ques-
tion is one of the most dif-
ficult to answer accurately
when a sighting has oc-
curred. Was the object
very large and far away, or
was it small but close to
the observer? Few people
run around with optical
range finders in their
pockets, and it is rare that a
UFO passes in front of
some background object
which can provide a
distance reference. At
PSI, however, Operation
ARGUS can determine
distance electronically by
radar. Not all UFOs reflect
radar signals, apparently,

but this poses no problem.
Accurate horizontal and
vertical coordinate data
from shaft-encoders on op-
tical tracking equipment
can be triangulated by the
computer to provide ac-
tual distance, horizontal
distance, and altitude. If
the area of an image can
be measured, the size of
the object can then be
computed from the
distance data.

When a UFO is being
tracked, the ARGUS com-
puter has been pro-
grammed to select from its
memory of 472 square
miles of terrain that sector
of a full-color topographic
map over which it deter-
mines the object to be
passing. The path of the
UFO then appears on the
video display superim-
posed over the image of
the terrain. Sequentially-
tracked positions are in-
dicated by successive let-
ters or numbers. The entire
episode, correlated against
UTC, can be retrieved from
computer memory for
later study. Ground ob-
jects over which the UFO
passed or hovered as well
as possible landing sites
will thus be a matter of
record. They can be ex-
amined for evidence later,
if the UFO departs before
a mobile unit can reach
the site.

We’ve had a look at the
GUS of Operation ARGUS,
which is primarily techno-
logical. The AR, auto-
mated ringup, deals with
people, for it is in this way
that local volunteers can
get involved. Ray Stanford
terms this aspect of the
operation “UFO event-
sharing.” Here is a concept
of great potential to us as
amateur radio operators,
wherever we may live. As a
movie, ‘Close Encounters”
was great entertainment
and could even be con-
sidered educational in
some respects. But, fan-
tasy aside, what is the ac-
tual status quo with regard
to UFO knowledge at the




present time?

To be honest about it,
there is a great diversity of
opinion on the subject.
UFOlogists, many of whom
have been investigating
the phenomenon for thirty
years, present a spectrum
of opinion. Some take the
position that little or
nothing is known concern-
ing the true nature of the
UFO. Official government
interest vanished with the
dissolution of Project
Bluebook and the issue of
the infamous ‘“Condon
Report,” which as much as
denied their existence. On
the other hand, a number
of authorities believe that
the reason for governmen-
tal disinterest, including
the recent refusal of NASA
to reopen the field for in-
vestigation, is that they
already know all about
UFOs. In"his book, Situa-
tion Red: The UFO Siege,
Leonard Stringfiéld builds
a strong circumstantial
case that intact spacecraft
have been recovered from
crash sites, and that ex-
traterrestrial humanoids
have been autopsied. If so,
it now appears unlikely
that military authorities
will voluntarily expose
these facts to public view.
However, a lawsuit filed by
one UFO group against a
government agency under
the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act could produce
evidence of such conceal-
ment.

Between these view-
points, one finds many
theories about the nature
of the UFO. Some
UFOlogists believe that
the phenomena may be
psychic in nature. Others
think UFOs are a mass
neurosis, a psychological
projection from the race
mind. A few like the idea
that they are a control
mechanism, designed to in-
fluence human evolution
in the manner we saw
dramatized in the movie
72001 Most, however,
believe the evidence
points to hardware from

Photo D. Second-generation print of possible UFO which hovered for nearly 10 minutes
beginning at 8:58 pm on December 10, 1975. Tri-X film, 5-second exposure with 300mm
f/4 lens. Forty-eight photos were obtained during this event, which occurred prior to in-
stallation of PSl’s more sophisticated equipment.

Photo E. Second-generation print ot same object as Photo D moving off to left during
8-second exposure. Note strange burst-tike effect not apparent 1o observers. Approx-
imately 9:09 pm, TreX film with 300 mm t/4 lens. Typical of those taken by the PSI staff
during the December 10, 1975, event, the photos are encouraging but net considered
definitive concerning the nature of UFOs.

outer space, vehicles from
some distant star system
which operate through
space/time in a manner we
cannot yet comprehend. It
is this hardware aspect of

UFOs which renders them
susceptible 1o instrumen-
tal investigation. We may
be on the way to answeting
what UFGCs are, but the
questiors of where they

are from and why they are
here will ultimately have
to be answered as well.
Where, then, does all
this leave us, as interested
citizens who want to know

1



the truth? And what can
we do to help, or to be
prepared when the next
“flap” or wave of activity
once more fills our skies
with something strange?

There are things we can
all do. For those fortunate
enough to live in the vicini-
ty of Austin, training and
participation in PSI ac-
tivities as a volunteer might
be possible. The expense of
supporting a research ef-
fort such as this suggests a
way in which we might con-
tribute. As radio amateurs,
however, we have unique
qualifications for par-
ticipating in UFO event-
sharing on a national as
well as a local level.

We can keep informed
through groups which cor-
relate and communicate
information, such as the
Center for UFO Studies.
Dr. ). Allen Hynek, Chair-
man of CUFOS, was
technical advisor for the

production of “Close En-
counters.” Much of the
realism of this film can be
attributed to the case in-
formation he was able to
provide. We can also join
or support investigatory
groups such as MUFON
or GSW, for example.
MUFON amateur radio
nets meet weekly. On
Saturday mornings at 1200
UTC, the 40 meter section
meets on 7237 kHz, and the
75 meter section meets at
1300 on 3975.

Every section of the
country has investigators
trained by some organiza-
tion to investigate UFO in-
cidents. They are often in-
terviewed by the media.
Most of them would be
more than happy to speak
at a radio club meeting, or
to know that local hams
are ready to help during a
local UFO flap. Many of
them need education in
the tremendous capabil-
ities amateur radio has for

tracking and
sightings and landings.
Repeater groups in par-
ticular may be interested
in learning who to call and
what to do if UFQs appear
in their area. So the rela-
tionship can be one of
mutual benefit. Getting
qualified investigators to
the site of a UFO incident,
while it is still in progress if
at all possible, is the key to
solving the mystery. The
government agencies can
offer no help, since they
have officially declined to
investigate UFQs. The
police, if they do anything
at all, generally report the
incident to the Center for
UFO Studies via their
hotline. Ultimately, news
of the incident may filter
down from there to the
headquarters of one of the
investigatory groups such
as MUFON. A local in-
vestigator is finally in-
formed and hopefully
reaches the scene. By then,
the UFO and most of the

reporting

evidence is long gone.
Wouldn’t it be much more
efficient if hams knew who
to contact in their own
area to report an en-
counter? And a call on the
2 meter repeaters in any
city ought to furnish
plenty of tracking ob-
servers or witnesses in a
hurry. We can’t all have a
Project Starlight Interna-
tional in our backyard, but
we do have an HT, a
mobile, or a low-band rig
and know how to com-
municate. We also have
some technical training
which helps in describing a
UFO and its effects. Work-
ing together, we can solve
the UFO problem.

Current UFO activity has
recently shifted from
South America to Aus-
tralia. The lull in sightings
in the U.S. may end at any
time. UFQOs, the eyes of
Texas are upon you! And
we'll be keeping ours open,
too.
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ripple at low line input voltage

and rated load
¢ Heavy duty heat sink
e Chassis mount fuse

WESTCOM

ENGINEE

Output voltage: 13.8 VDC +0.05
volts

Ripple: less than 5 mV peak-to-
peak worst case (full load and
low line)

Regulation: + .05 volts no load
to full load and low line to high
line

7 A Intermittent

Recommended for
50 W amps and 30
watt transmitters

$49.95

RS-12A

9 A Continuous

12 A Intermittent
Recommended for
90 W amps and 50-
W transmitters

$72.95

Shipping Weights
RS7A gs RS 20A 22¢
RS 12A 178  RS-35A 334

Technical data and specifications subject to
change without notice

RING

» W17

1320 Grand Avenue

California 92069

RS-20A

16 A Continuous
20 A Intermittent
Recommended for
125 W amps

$94.95

RS-35A

25 A Continuous
35 A Intermittent
Recommended for
250 W amps

$136.95

San Marcos
(714) 744-0728






